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which was what mattered. They lived in schemes which
were beginning to date. Moreover, their international
relations and their fundamental pacifism constituted a
handicap. "We think it best/* he concluded, "to keep the
new armed forces entirely aloof from all political differences
of opinion, and to cultivate in them a spirit of patriotism
developed organically from our old traditions and recognizing
no party ideology. They must therefore adopt an attitude of
neutrality toward the National Socialist Party, which may
be regarded as a temporarily useful instrument for the
current political developments, but as nothing more than
that.35

I put the question whether the Reichswehr would not
find it necessary in the end to emerge from its attitude of'
political neutrality and take full control. "The national
revival," I said, "is itself the outcome of the spirit of prepared-
ness for defence; does it not follow that the military leaders
should dominate all manifestations of national life?"

I may mention that this trend of thought was common at
that time in all patriotic circles. It did not by any means
envisage a "war of revenge," but was based on the simple
fact that a nation which rejects the idea of self-defence and
preparedness for war loses its national character.

The General replied that these matters were not simple
enough for him to give a plain "yes" or "no." Naturally
the restoration of military preparedness would involve
attention to the moral situation and would demand the
conquest of the egoistic materialism rampant in modern
Germany. "We shall therefore not rely entirely on National
Socialism for the cultivation of patriotic virtues. We are
organizing associations of reservists who have been through
the school of the new armed forces. From them we shall
build lip the skeletoji of a future super-party national life."

This scheme remained a compromise. It was the cause of
the ominous falsities which poisoned all the relations of the
WehrmcMht* The Reichswehr elected to continue to remain
the power behind the scenes and give only indirect guidance,
fiver since the Armistice it had been a ki&d of complementary
Government which hatched plans for the 'eventual restora-
tion of idoilitary supremacy and of Germany's full sovereignty